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VII. 


Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 


It is very difficult to arrive at the exact truth about 
the present relations of the Board of Agriculture to 
the veterinary profession. The only authoritative 


statement so far made was extracted from Mr. Her- 


bert Gardner by Mr. Kearley, M.P., on Thursday last 
week. It seems to be true—(1) that the “ veterin- 


ary” department is abolished ; (2) that the Veterinary 


officers have a separate status. These changes are 
said to have been in full operation for 15 months, 
but it is not confessed that for most of that time no 
one outside the department was aware of the fact. 


‘This period of 15 months is most suggestive for it 


tallies exactly with the time during which the action 


of the Board of Agriculture has been most painfully 


erratic. During this period the Board has entrusted 
the stamping out of disease to its lay officers— 
doubtless directed and controlled by a lay ‘ Princi- 
pal.” During this period the Board has spent or 
wasted £100,000 of the public money, and failed to 
reduce swine-fever by one single case. During this 
period for every pig killed by disease, ten have 
perished at the hands of the Board. If ever there 
was a case in which a change of men and measures 
was condemned by the results, this is one. The big- 
gest failure attending the stamping out of animal 


-diseases has occurred during the last 15 months— 


during the time in which a “ Veterinary” director 
and a‘‘ Veterinary ’’ department have been superseded 
by a retired military ‘‘ executive officer” and an 
“Animals ’’ department. Surely in the face of this 


object lesson the Right Hon. Herbert Gardner will not 


feel it his duty to support the vagaries of his depart- 
mental permanent secretary ? 

Mr. Gardner in his reply to Mr. Kearley stated 
that the change was necessitated ‘so as to enable 
the scientific officers to devote themselves exclusively 
to work for which the possession of veterinary know- 
ledge Is requisite, and to place the business of an 
executive and non-professional character in the hands 
of the officers best qualified to perform it.” If this 
be so the President must have had to complain of the 
way the work was done in the time when Professor 
Brown was director of the Veterinary Department. 
Is such a complaint on record? Is it not known to 
every one that the old arrangement had been most 
suceessful? Is it not equally apparent to every one 
—outside the Board of Agriculture—that the new 
arrangement has proved an utter failure,and that not 
since “ Dr.” Williams ruled the veterinary depart- 
ment has such a departmental siasco been experienced. 
The truth is it was never “necessary to redistribute 
the business performed by the principal officers,” but 
the man who did it never anticipated the trouble he 
was about to cause. 


The new “Animals Division” is a stupid mis- 
nomer invented to cover and excuse changes made for 
reasons other than at present disclosed. If it con- 
sists of nothing but ‘‘ executive and non-professional 
officers”’ it would be right to say that the term 
‘Veterinary ’’ would be inappropriate. But why 
form a division for carrying out veterinary work to 
which its proper name is inappropriate? The 
Board of Agriculture has nothing to do with animals 
except to protect them from contagious disease— 
unless the statistics are to be also handed over to the 
Animals division. Probably time may develope 
other divisions on the same logical basis. We 
would suggest The Cereals’’ ‘‘The Machinery” 
Roots” and ‘The Weather’? Departments. 
If the whole thing had been a new invention it would 
have mattered little what ‘Divisions’? had been 
formed. It is 25 years since the ‘ Veterinary” 
Department of the State first had duties assigned to 
it. Cattle plague, foot-and-mouth disease, and 
pleuro-pneumonia, have succumbed to its attacks. It 
is the barest truth to say that very many millions 
sterling have been saved to the country by its action. 
Common gratitude and public decency would have 
suggested that such a department might have been 
strengthened and exalted. Instead of this it is 
veritably expunged, and when complaints arise excuses 
instead of apologies are offered. 

We feel certain, however, that when the whole case 
is honestly brought before the public justice will be 
done. On the next page we reprint the Report of the 
Committee appointed by the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons to investigate the 
subject. This report has been adopted, and Mr. 
Herbert Gardner will be appealed to directly. Of 
course he will attempt to explain away and minimise 
every complaint. It is for the profession to show 
that they are in earnest. We must work as one man 
for our rights. We cannot afford to suffer a Gover- 
mental slight such as we have received. ‘The efforts 
of the Council must be supported throughout the 
whole kingdom, and our case laid carefully before 
Members of Parliament, Local Politicial Associations, 
and Stock-owners. After a fair interval if we obtain 
no redress we must go to the Opposition and appeal 
to Mr. Chaplin and his followers. 

Only one word of warning is necessary—do not 
let any misguided enthusiasm entrap a Member into 
making statements which cannot be proved. Let us 
concentrate on the greatest evils, and keep in front 
the two chief complaints—The destruction of the 
State Veterinary Department, and the abolition of a 
State Veterinary Officer with power, and influence, 


and control to make his office useful to the stock- 


owners of the country. 
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Report of Committee appointed by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to consider complaints 
against the Board of Agriculture. 


Your Committee has carefully considered the resolutions forwarded by the Veterinary 
Societies of the United Kingdom, and recognises that a feeling of general and widespread dissatis- 
fuction exists throughout the profession with the alleged attitude of the Board of Agriculture. 


Your Committee has endeavoured to trace the specific causes of this feeling and is bound to 
confess that some of the alleged grievances have no foundation and are merely matters of misunder- 
standing. Some however are but too substantial and require immediate efforts for their alleviation. 
The conditions which are chiefly complained of result from changes made on the retirement 
of Professor Brown from the Directorship of the Veterinary Department and will be more clearly 
understood after a statement of the previous arrangements. 

The Board of Agriculture was formed in 1889, and the Veterinary Department of the Privy 
Council, with other State departments relating to agriculture became divisions of the new Board. In 
1893 these divisions were the Statistical, the Land, and the Veterinary, each having at its 
head a Director. The staff of the Veterinary Department was as under :— 

Director se ies Professor G. T. Brown. 

Chief Veterinary Inspector, Mr. A. C. Cope. 

Assistant Veterinary Inspector, Mr. W. Duguid. 

Chief ‘Travelling Inspector, Major Tennant. , 


The duties of the lay and scientific officers were not too rigidly defined, and it is obvious that 
in directing such complex machinery as that required to enforce the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act great difficulties must arise in exactly defining the province of each officer Such diverse sub- 
jects required attention as—the carrying out of the multitude of Orders referring to many different 
diseases, the work of a large staff of veterinary portal inspectors, enquiries into outbreaks of disease, 
the delimitation of infected areas, the movement of animals by sea, rail and road, and the guidance 
of local authorities acting sometimes under compulsory and sometimes under permissive enactments. 


In attempting the reorganisation of the department so as to increase its efficiency the object 
aimed at has been stated to be “to prevent men being taken away from work to which they were 
suited and being put to work for which they had not been specially trained.” Under Professor 
Brown’s direction the veterinary officers had, during their sixteen years special training, sometimes 
to explain to portal inspectors, to local authorities and to other correspondents the best methods of 
carrying out the rules and regulations of the Board, in addition to their more immediate duties of 
making pathological investigations, and generally advising the Board as to the principles upon which 
rules and regulations should be founded. When the sharp differentiation of these duties is practicable 
their division between lay and scientific officers is of course desirable, but in many instances such 
division is impossible, and in practice a layman would only be able to reply at second-hand after con- 
sultation with the experts Practical efficiency would thus suffer from the interference and delay 
caused by pedantic classification. It has never been suggested that the veterinary staff were over- 
burdened by their correspondence, or that this part of their work could have been better done by men 
possessed of no scientific knowledge. 


On the retirement of Professor Brown in December, 1893, chunges were made in the Departmen t 
which have had the effect of depriving the profession of high civil’ position to which they are 
entitled by virtue of services rendered: to the State. There is now no “ Veterinary” Depurt- 
ment. ‘There is instead an “Animals” department, under which unmeaning title it is 
difficult to recognise the division of the Board which has hitherto been entrusted with the 
suppression of disease amongst animals. This re-named department, like the one it superseded, 
consists partly of executive and partly of scientific officers, but under the change of name an 
alteration has been effected which entirely reverses their relative positions. Whilst the other 
divisions of the Board retain a Director as head of each, the directorship of the veterinary 
section, vacant by the retirement of Professor Brown, has not been filled up. Instead, there 
are two officers—Major Tennant and Mr. Cope-—said to be co-equal and to have separate and 
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distinct duties. The equality is a myth; for ifon paper the department is split into two halves— 
one presided over by Mr. Cope and the other by Major Tennant—the layman is made superior to the 
scientific man by the title given him in the Civil Service Estimates, where he is described as 
“Principal” of the Animals Division. Mr. Cope is relegated to a part of the department 
whilst Major Tennant is provided with an office extending over the whole. The relative positions of 
the scientific and lay officers are still further accentuated by the salaries. On Professor Brown’s 
retirement Mr. Cope after his long service might well have expected promotion to the vacant post and 
salary. He has not been promoted and has only received an increase of salary to the extent of £100 
a year. Major Tennent-—the lay officer-—with a shorter record of service is promoted to the Principal- 
ship of the Department and given an increase of £400 a year. Under the old arrangement, the two 
chief scientific officers jointly received £1800 per ann. Under the new, the two scientific officers 
receive £1525, so that the increase of the lay salary is at the expense of the scientific. 


Your Committee cannot but consider this change as a reflection upon the capacity of the 
whole body of the profession, and as one calculated to destroy the efficiency of the department, and 
they energetically protest against a so-called reorganisation which removes from the hands of a pro- 
fessional expert the control and directiun of a department created for, and solely concerned with, the 
suppression of disease amongst live-stuck. The change of name of the Departinent and the change 
of position of the officers seem to be explainable only upon the supposition that the interests of the 
stock-owner had been overlooked and the interests of the veterinary profession ignored, Whatever 
may be the official explanation, your committee cannot but recognise that whereas the form of 
organisation which had been in force for a period of sixteen years was eminently succesful and gave 
satisfaction to agriculturist and to veterinarian, the new system has caused dissatisfaction and been 
accompanied by a striking want of success. 


Your Committee also find that whilst an enormous addition has been made to the staff of lay 
inspectors, the staff of professional advisers has been reduced. Up to December, 1893 the veterin- 
ary officers of the Board comprised a Director and two Inspectors. Now, when their services were 
never more needed, the staff is reduced to two Iuspectors. It is true that these gentlemen are specially 
qualified by their long experience and their tried ability, to advise the Board ; but such experience is 
only to be gained in the department. Should illness or retirement deprive the Board of their services 
there is serious risk that similar experience could not be obtained. This risk becomes more im- 
minent and more dangerous every month, as no one is being trained to take their places. Failure to 
1ecognise such plagues as Rinderpest,.Pleuro-pneumonia and Foot-and-mouth disease in the 
earliest stages has in previous times involved this country in frightful losses, but in a short time the 
clinical sigus and post-mortem appearances of a number of diseases will be only known from books 
and drawings. Swine-fever and pleuro-pneumonia still exist, and thousands of pathological speci- 
mens now pass yearly under the eyes of the veterinary officers. All the experience to be gained 
from these is being lost because no younger man is appointed to the staff and trained to the 
duties of the office. 

Your Committee considers that the reduction of the scientific staff is not only unfair to the 
veterinary profession but fraught with the most serious dangers to the agriculturists and stock-owners 
of the kingdom, and it is confirmed in this view by the remarks of the Iuke of Richmond at 
a meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society on February 8th, 1894, His Grace said, “it seemed 
to him that it was absolutely essential that the veterinary department should continue to be officered 
in the same manner as in the past , y « « He asked whether this was the time when the 
veterinary department ought to be weakened? On the contrary, he thought it ought to be 
strengthened.” 


The Committee has enquired into the complaints made in regard to the Travelling Inspectors. 
These appointments are not new, and so long as the duties performed by lay inspectors do not in- 
clude work which can only be efficiently done by properly trained veterinarians, no disapproval of 
their action is entertained. The Committee find however that the travelling inspectors are now en- 
trusted with duties never contemplated at the time of their original appointment. There is a grow- 
ing tendency at the Board to increase the duties of the travelling inspector and to decrease the duties 
of the veterinary inspector. Local enquiries and consultations as to the best methods of combating 
the spread of disease were formerly entrusted to veterinary officers. These are now undertaken by 
lay officers, often much to the amusement of local authorities, who are quick to recognise involuntary 
displays of utter want of knowledge of animals. 
The stamping-out of pleuro-pneumonia has been, 80 far, very successful, and it is stated by the late 
Director of the veterinary department, on page 10 of his last yearly Report, that the suppression of 
ach outbreak was conducted “by a travelling inspector, with the aid of the veterinary surgeon of 
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the district.” The attempted suppression of Swine-fever is differently conducted, as described on page 
13 of the Report. The arrangements are left to the travelling inspector unaided by the veterinary 
surgeon of the district. 

The disadvantages of this change in dealing with disease are obvious. Th: presence of a 
veterinarian at the slaughter of animals for pleuro-pneumonia guarded the public against the con- | 
sumption of any diseased carcases, and protected the Government from the wasteful extravagance of 
destroying healthy carcases. The presence of the expert also enabled the State to obtain most 
valuable statistics as to the existence of other diseases in the slaughtered animals, and supplied the | 
only trustworthy data as to the prevalence of tuberculosis in this country. The enormous destruc- | 
tion of swine which has taken shite in this Kingdom during the last 18 months has had no such | 
supervision, and it is impossible to say what unnecessary waste of human food has taken place or what / 
number of diseased carcases have been permitted to gu to the butcher. As to the prevalence of | 
tuberculosis or other disease in swine, a great opportunity has been lost, and no information or 
statistics are available, although it is generally known that tuberculosis is much more frequent in. 
swine than was suspected a fow years ago. ; 


During the stamping out of pleuro-pneumonia the travelling inspector was entrusted with. 
the enquiry into the origin and possible spread of each outbreak. In the attempted sup- 
pression of swine-fever he is left entirely to his own devices, not only in tracing out the origin and 
spread of disease, but in determining whether infected herds should be slaughtered or isolated or 
partly slaughtered and partly isolated. This extension of the duties of laymen to such purely 
technical work as the investigation of pathological problems, or to the very difficult duty of deciding 
what morbid conditions should justify slaughter or where isolation should be adopted, or to the im-. 
portant question of selecting what carcises should be buried and what sold as human food, appears to. 
your committee to be altogether indefensible, and in positive antagonism to the excuse offered for 
the reorganization of the veterinary department. The extension of the duties of the lay inspectors. 
“to work for which they had not been specially trained,” and the removal of the veterinary surgeons, 
“from work to which they were suited” is one cause of the extremely slow progress wiade in 
arresting the spread of swine-fever, and is a departure from the older and sounder practice 
under which more than one contagious disease was stamped out. It is a change detrimental to the 
stock-owner and to the taxpayer, and one which has not added to t:.e efficiency of the Board of 


Agriculture. 

Your committee advises that the Council take steps to bring these grievances to the notice of the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, and it suggests that a copy of this report should be sent to. 
every Member of Parliament. 


Iemarks.—The case is of interest, chiefly because 
of the sudden death of the patient. The case pre- 
sented the symptoms of an attack of influenza, with- 
out any direct evidence of cardiac complications. I 
have frequently observed a similar condition of pulse 
when much debility has been present, but in this 
case the appearance of the patient was favourable, 
and the prognosis of a fatal termination so rapidly 
would not by any means be given. Such an occur- 
rence is rather unfortunate, as with many clients itis 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 
By KE. Wauuts Hoare, F.R.C.V.S., Cork. 


EnpooarpitIs, WITH THE OccuRRENCE or a THROMBUS, 
Causinc Suppen Dearu. 


Subject.—A well-bred mare, rising five-years-old. 


History.—Had been off feed for two days, slight 
cough, slight nasal discharge, pulse quick, small and 
irregular, temperature 105dgs., respirations accelera- 
ted. Auscultation did not reveal any abnormal con- 
dition of the cardiac or respiratory organs. 

Stimulants and febrifuges were prescribed, and the 
patient appeared to the progressing favourably, but 
the same evening she dropped dead without any 
warning. 

Post-mortem examination showed the endocardium 
of the left side of the heart dark in colour and in- 
flamed in patches, the mitral valves were of a very 
dark tint, and a large firm organised thrombus com- 
pletely blocked these valves, being firmly attached to 
the chordae tendineae. Both lungs were congested. 


difficult to explain matters, and they are apt to 
attach blame to the practitioner when sudden deaths 
occur under his care. 


ImpacTION OF THE’ CoLON wiTH Paratysis oF ITs 
WALLs. 

Subject—An aged van mare. 

Clinical History.—Had been subject to occasional 
attacks of colic. On the afternoon of Feb. 2nd the 
driver noticed her heavy in appearance and disin- 
clined for work, she got no mid-day feed. On coming 
in from work at 6.30 p.m. she showed signs of 
abdominal pain, pawed frequently, rolled on back 
etc. She got the ordinary colic draught consisting of 
chlorodyne 3ij., spts. eth. nit. 3ij, ol. lini. Ojss. this 
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had the effect of temporarily giving ease to the pain, 
which, however, reappeared. On my attendance at 
9.80 p.m. I found the patient in continuous pain, 
lying down occasionally, the abdomen tense and ten- 

er to the touch, pulse greatly disturbed, temperature 
101dgs., respirations accelerated ; an enema adminis- 
tered was quickly returned. 

Gave chlorodyne 3ij. (containing eight grains of 
morphine) also gave 3ss. ext. cannnbis indica in 
bolus. 

At1 a.m. symptoms of pain again returned so 
3iv. of chloroform was administered, and 3ss. ext. 
cannabis Indica in bolus. 

Feb. 8rd. Animal dull and sleepy in appearance, 
no pain present, ate a sloppy bran mash. There was 
no action or the bowels and enemas were not re- 
tained. Gave Oss. whisky 3ij spts. wth. nit. and 
allowed no solid food. 

Feb. 4th. Animal still dull and heavy in appear- 
ance, no intestinal murmurs could be detected, takes 
oatmeal gruel etc. fairly well. Gave enema of four 
pints of ol. lini. with four ounces of glycerine by 
means of the long rectum tube, but this was only 
retained for a short time. Ordered gentle 
exercise. 

Feb. 5th. No action of the bowels, looks dull in 
appearance and inclined to wander about the stall ; 
total absence of intestinal murmurs, and enemas 
quickly rejected. 

At 11.15 a.m. gave eserene gr. 3, pilocarpine gr. j 
by hypodermic injection. In 30 minutes there was 
slight uneasiness, and intestinal murmurs were 
perfectly audible, there was profuse salivation, but 
the pulse was only slightly disturbed. In about ten 
minutes afterwards a large araount of fees were 
passed, at first dry and consisting largely of undi- 
gested oats ; after this the ejecta were softer in con- 
sistence and largely mixed with mucus. In twenty 
minutes another large amount of feces were passed 
without any uneasiness. The animal was fed on 
sloppy food, and next day seemed nearly all right, 
vegetable tonics and ale were prescribed, with walk- 
ing exercise, and the patient made a rapid recovery. 

Remarks.—The therapeutic value of eserine is 
certainly very great if we were unabled to diagnose 
correctly all cases of intestinal obstruction depending 
on paralysis of the intestinal walls. Unfortunately 
this is not always possible and if the arrest of intes- 
tinal function depends on other causes, the use of 
eserene would destroy any chance of a successful 
recovery. Some practitioners may state that cases 
of this nature will die no matter what treatment is 
adopted, still clinical experience teaches us that cases 
which present apparently fatal symptoms do recover 
occasionally, and it is our duty to avoid the adoption 
of any line of treatment which would be likely to 
interfere with the chances of recovery, even though 
these may appear remote. 


Mr. Henry Tuompsox, V.S., Aspatria, has just completed 
4 very successful course of lectures at Long Marton upon 
veterinary science, under the Technical Institution Com- 
mittee of the Westmorland County Council. 


Mr. 8. Sturcess, M.R.C.V.S., of Ashby, delivered the last 
of his series of lectures at the National School, Packington, 


A COMPLICATED CASE. 
By W. M. Scorr, Kilve, Somerset. 


On March Ist, 1895, 1 received a message to 
attend at once to a colt which had fallen in a ditch. 
On arrival I found the patient placed in a comfor- 
table box, in fact his general comforts thoroughly 
attended to—thanks to the owner, who proved him- 
self an excellent nurse and who would do credit to 
any veterinary surgeon. 

History. Early on the morning of that day the 
colt had been grazing in a field which had as a 
boundary a rather deep ditch. It is surmised that 
about 2 a.m. or so he had been grazing near the 
edge and bad slipped in. When seen by a passer- 
by he was in an exhausted condition, having broken 
160 feet of ice six inches thick in 4ft. of water. 
Assistance was soon forthcoming, and he was with 
difficulty extricated from his dangerous position. 

On examination I found the patient in a very pros- 
trate condition. Pulse imperceptible, heart 90 per 
minute and very weak. Respiration 60, extremely 
shallow and weak; mucous membrane injected and 
slightly icteritic. Extremities deathly cold, a coun- 
tenance almost hypocratic. The limbs bruised all 
over and markedly edematous. On auscultating the 
chest loud crepitus was found in large bronchi and a 
few inches up the trachea, with slight crepitation in 
small bronchi. I surmise that fluid from the ditch 
had got into the lungs, for the time was too short to 
set up bronchitis with effusion into the lumen, Prog- 
nosis very unfavourable. 

Treatment. The first thought naturally was to 
equalise the circulation, and with that end in view a 
diffusible stimulant was administered, but with con- 
siderable difficulty owing to persistent coughing. 
Mustard mixed with a stimulating anodyne liniment 
was well rubbed into sides and along the course of 
the trachea. The limbs were stimulated and hand 
rubbed and well bandaged A hood was placed on 
the head. 

Saw him on the afternoon of same day, tempera- 
ture had gone up to 105°1, with all the other un- 
favourable symptoms accelerated. Part of the fever 
of course was irritation, along with quickened pulse, 
as a result of the mustard application. The cough 
was also very irritable. Administered bolus contain- 
ing ammon. carb. 3i, pulv. digitalis xxxgrs., flem. 
tinct. aconite viiim. Although the heart was mar- 
kedly weak I considered myself justified in using the 
latter agent when combined with two good adjuvants 
to reduce the pyrexia. 

March 2nd. Standing persistently, «edema in 
limbs increasing and extending up between fore legs 
and sheath. Appetite in abeyance; temp. 1043, 
mucous membrane injected, respiration 55, weak, 
very shallow; pulse imperceptible, heart’s action 


‘weak and 85 per minute. Cough not so irritable ; 


the bronchitic sound not so distinct ; absorption tak- 
ing place. Made six balls, each ammon. carb. 3i., 
pulv. digitalis xxgrs., pot. nit. 41i, anise 3ii, one to 
be given night and morning. Ordered the adminis- 


on Thursday evening, subject -‘ The seat of thorough pin, 
curb, and spavin, and the age of the teeth.” 


tration of oatmeal gruel with eggs three times daily. 
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This to be alternated with port wine and brandy. The 
extremities hand rubbed twice daily. 

March 8rd. Found patient in much the same 
condition. The bronchitic symptoms were steadily 
decreasing as well as the cough; temp. 103°3 ; heart 
if anything a little stronger. Feces coated with 
mucus. 

March 4th same. 5th. Administered infus. 
Columba 3viii, spt. ether. nit. 3i, spt. ammon. aromat. 
38s. Left a draught for might containing infus 
gentian 3x, quinoidine xxxgrs., nitro-hydrochloric 
acid 

March 5th. Patient slightly better; temp. gone 
down, 102°4; respiration slower, deeper, and more 
deliberate, but with the slightest excitement would 
be greatly disturbed. Pulse perceptible for the first 
time, and beating at 70 per minute. Made half 
dozen balls containing each, Quinoidine xxxgrs. 
puly. nucis vomice xxgrs., pulv. gentian 5jii. 

March 7th. Was informed he had swallowed some 
gruel and eaten a handful of sweet hay. Pulse 
stronger and fuller; temp. 102-2; respiration im- 
proving ; the cedema in limbs greatly increased and 
extended along abdomen ; had lain down during the 
night, the knees and hocks very painful. Rubbed 
stimulating anodyne liniment into them. Ordered 
oleum lini. half a pint to be administered. 

March 8th. Found him purging quietly, which 
continued for three days. This, to my mind, was 
quite sufficient to prove the great constitutional weak- 
ness ; however, it was effectual in reducing oedematous 
limbs to a large extent. 

March 9th. Greatly better, in fact this is the first 
day he could be called convalescent. Appetite rapidly 
improving; pulse gaining strength, beating at 53 
per minute; temp. normal, and the vedema rapidly 
subsiding. 

For the remaining 5 days the treatment consisted 
of nutrients and tonics. The latter largely contain- 
ing quinoidine, nucis vomice, and columba. He 
steadily gained strength, and on the 15th he was 
ordered half hour’s walking exercise; and now he 
has returned to his usual health and strength. 


SEDATIVES FOR COLIC. 
By Harry Goopwin, M.R.C.V.S., Antigua, W. Indies. 


Perhaps the following history of a case I had a 
month or two ago will be of interest to “Isla,” The 
Veterinary Record, Feb. 16th. 

About 8 a.m., I was asked to attend a pony (geld) 
13 hands high, aged 8 years, exhibiting symptoms of 
colic. I found, upon examination, the pulse to be 
full and frequent, respiration slightly increased, but 
the temperature normal. There were no feces in 
the rectum but a small quantity of urine in the 
bladder which I removed with the catheter. The 
animal was in great pain. I immediately adminis- 
tered a dose of medicine, 6 ounces of Tine. Aloes in 
conjunction with stimulants and sedatives. The 
sedative I used was Chlo. Hydras. It was quiet for 
awhile, but the pain returned in a more severe form. 
This I endeavoured to relieve by giving sedatives 


every couple of hours. I had hot fomentations applied 
continuously to the abdomen, and a warm enema 
injected twice every ten or fifteen minutes. 

Up to ten p.m. no change for the better joking 
place, and the animal appearing in greater pain an 
more irritable, I gave it 8 ounces of Tinc. opii., and 
in two hours afterward gave it 5 ounces of the Tine. 
opii. again and left it. 

The next morning I was informed that the pony 
had an action in the early part of the morning and 
appeared much better. I saw it soon after and as it 
look very much brighter, I left it to nature to finish 
the cure. Presuming the above will be of interest, 
has alone prompted me to report this. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS. 


At the quarterly meeting of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons held at the College 
Building on Wednesday last, Mr. W. Hunting, the presi- 
dent, occupying the chair, the following gentlemen were 
chosen examiners in the undermentioned classes and 
subjects. 


Crass A. 
Anatomy :— 
W.H. Bloye R. Butler. 
Chemistry :— 
J. M. H. Munro H. Somerville. 
Biology :— 
W. B. Walters J. R. Green. 
Cuass B. 
Anatomy :— 
G. Fleming and W. F. Peacock. 
Physiology :— 
Smith J. Haycraft. 
Stable Manayement :— 
R. Moore T. B. Goodall. 
Crass C. 
Pathology :— 
G. Sims Woodhead & 5. Delepine. 
Materia Medica :— 
F. Dun J. R. Cox. 
Hygiene :— 
eae B. Wolstenholme. J. Clark 
Crass D. 
eterinary Medicine — 
W. Duguid and J. Malcolm. 
Veterinary Surgery :— 
Olver W. Woods. 


EXaMINERs. 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery :—Prof. J. Macqueen, 
Vi H nd § S 
iene Sant clence :— 
Pathology and Bacteriology :—Mr. W. Duguid. 
On the motion of Professor J. McFadyean, seconded by 


Professor Penberthy, a resolution was adopted request- 
ing Messrs. Malcolm and Cox to officiate as examiners, 


| | | 
| 
| 

| = | 

| 

i 
q | 
| 
q | 
4 


April 6, 1895 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 551 


under the old system, in “ Diseases of the Horse, ete.” ; 
Messrs. Dun and Duguid in “ Diseases of Domesticated 
Animals other than the Horse, etc.” ; Messrs. Olver and 
Clark ‘in “ Practical Cattle,” and Messrs. Woods and 
Wolstenholme in “ Practical Horse.” 


Tue Boarp oF AGRICULTURE AND THE VETERINARY 
PROFESSION. 


Mr. W. Huntinea. the president, stated that the re- 
port (which will be found on p. 546) of the special com- 
mittee which had been appointed to consider the action 
of the Board of Agriculture in relation to the veterinary 
profession had been printed, and they had all had time 
to consider it. He proposed that they should take the 
report as read, but he should be glad to hear any com- 
ments which gentlemen might have to make on the re- 
port or to receive any amendments. 

Mr. R. C. TrieezR: Did you (the president) get a 
telegram I sent you the other day correcting a mis- 
statement iz the last paragraph of the report. 
Alluding to the “ travelling inspector,” it is stated, “In 
the attempted suppression of swine fever he is left en- 
tirely to his own devices, not only in tracing out the 
origin and spread of disease, but in determining whether 
infected herds should be slaughtered or isolated or partly 
slaughtered and partly isolated.” 

The CuarrMAN :—Yes, I remember the telegram. 

Mr. TrieceR: Well, | find that the travelling inspec- 
tor has been empowered within the last three weeks or a 
month to call in the local veterinary and take his advice 
as to the slaughter of contact animals. 

The CHarrmMan: The paragraph was correct as_ it 
stands a month or so ago. 

Mr. TxaiaeeR: Not a month. 

The Cuatrman: Then six weeks. We are quite 
aware that the paragraph is not now in accordance with 
what is done; but the course we have mentioned was 
pursued for thirteen months. Hence we allude to it. 

Mr. Triccer : As long as you know the facts [ am 
satistied. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. 
Wragg, the report was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Moutvey moved, and Mr. Lawson seconded, that a 
copy of the report be sent witha covering letter from the 
secretary of the College, Mr. Hill. 

Professor W1LLIAMs said he thought that the covering 
letter should assume the form of a protest, and be signed 
by the President of the College as well as the Secretary. 
He wished the covering letter to convey a strong expres- 
sion of the opinion of that Council. 

‘he Cuarrman: | have taken some little action in 
these things about the Board of Agriculture, and it 
occurred to me that if the covering letter was simply 
sigued by the Secretary on behalf of the Council it 
would have more weight and influence, perhaps, than it 
would if my name were appended as well. 1 do not desire 
towithold my name because I am at all nervousin the 
matter, (laughter) | think the letter may derive strength 
from its being only signed officially by the Secretary. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

The CuarRMAN suggested that as the different veteri- 
nary societies of the kingdom had made strong repre- 
sentations to the Council with regard to the procedure 
of the Board of Agriculture, it would be well to send 
each of those associations copies of the report to be 
forwarded by them to the Members of Parliament of 
their respective localities. The only way to move the 

of Agriculture would be to bring pressure to bear 
by as many Members of Parliament as could be got to 
voice the protests and wishes of the veterinarians among 
their constituents. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Lampert said that as President of the National 
Veterinary Assuciation of Ireland, he would supply each 
of the Irish members with a copy of the report, and he 


need hardly say that they might be relied upon ia seeing 
justice done so far as their influence extended. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. Lam- 
bert, it was decided that copies of the report should be 
forwarded to each of the different veterinary societies in 
Great Britain, and that a sufficient supply should be at 
the disposal of the seconder for distribution amongst the 
Irish members. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(Continued from page 539) 


THe DINNER. 


Subsequently to the meeting the annual diuner of the 
Association was held at the same place. The President 
occupied the chair, and there were present: Messrs. J. 
E. Peele, V.P., J. H. Rider, V.P., G. Elphick, H. Hun- 
ter, A. Hunter, J. R. Crone, D. McGregor, W. Grieve, 
Vet.-Major Durrant, A.A. Stevens, A. Chivas, T. R. 
Jarvie, C. Hunting, A. Dalgleish, W. Hunter, J. B. 
Nisbet, and F. T. Finney, Secretary. Visitors: J. Mal- 
colm, Birmingham ; Councillors A. P. Anderson, R. L. 
Dunford, and J. A. Baty, Newcastle; Dr. H. E. Arm- 
strong, Newcastle; H.H. Roberts, Mr. G. Lee, and. F. 
C. Robson. 

At the conclusion of the repast :— 

The PREsIvENT proposed “ The Queen ” and also “ The 
Prince and Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal 
Family,” both of which toasts were loyally responded to. 

Mr. W. Hunter submitted “The Army, Navy, aud 
Auxilliary Forces,” coupled with the names of Vet.- Major 
Durrant, Vet.-Captain Elphick, and Veterinary -Lieut. 
A. Hunter, each of whom responded. 

Mr. J. Nispet gave “ The Corporation of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.” He regretted that the Mayor and Sheriff 
were not present, but was glad to see at the table three 
gentlemen who also belonged to the Corporation. They 
knew there was an old Scotch saying, “If you cla ma’ 
back I'll cla yours.” (Laughter.) He would like to claw 
the Corporation’s back if they would only be so guod as 
to claw the Association's back in return. (Laughter). He 
thought they did that very well. They had a large stud 
of horses themselves avd they saw the utility of haviag a 
veterinary surgeon as head of affairs in connection with 
their horse depart uent, Another thing, one of the gentle- 
men of the Corporation present was very fond of the 
horse, and it augured well when he came to a social 
gathering such as their annual meeting there. It in- 
dicated that he appreciated the services of the profession. 
He (Mr. Nisbet) might say the same thing of another 
member of the Corporation present, who, he believed, 
was very fond of the cow. (Laughter.) When they had 
a little social gathering they felt it a great honour that 
the Corporatiou of the district, wherever it might be, 
should come and patronise them. They were certainly 
very much obliged to those gentlemen for their presence 
that night. It was not the first time they had been 
present, aud he huped it would not be the last. He 
would conclude by asking the company to drink to 
the health of the Corporation of Newcastle, coupled with 
the names of Messrs. Andersen, Baty, and Dunford. 

The toast was received with euthusiasw. 

Mr. ANDERSEN in responding, said he was delighted 
not only to be with them that night but also to know, 
by the way they had received them as members of the 
Corporation, that they at least least knew something of 
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the latter body whether they knew anything about them 
as members or not. Mr. Nisbett had reminded the 
company that some of the members of the Corporation 
present knew something about animals. Having ex- 
pressed the pleasure it afforded him to meet Mr. OC, 
Aunting, and Mr. H. Hunter in particular. Mr. Ander- 
sen said he was always delighted to support a society like 
this. It was an honourable society and did a groat deal 
of excellent useful work. (App.) He was agreeably sur- 
prised to see such young members of the Society. It was 
agood omen. It was important that they who were 
older should, by reading lectures and papers, endeavour 
to bring those young members up to the high standard 
occupied by the profession. (App.) So far as the Cor- 
poration of Newcastle were concerned, he could assure 
them that that body had doue the very best possible for 
the ratepayers. (App.) He instanced their efforts in 
connection with the Byker Bridge and the tramways, and 
concluded by saying that if the ratepayers could recognise 
their eff rts they would be satisfied. He congratulated 
the president upon his election and wished him much 
happiness io his term of office. He also wished the 
Association much prosperity. (Applause). 

Mr. Bary referring to the remark made by Mr. Nisbet 
that some of the councillors present took a certain in- 
terest in horses and that some tvok an interest in cattle, 
said he would take the latter as applying to himself. 
As most of them were aware he and his friend Mr. Ander- 
on had been to London with a deputation forthe purpose 
of trying to get back the cattle trade. He did not mean 
to say that they went fur the benefit of the veterinary 
surgeon—rather the reverse. But they thought, having 
such a large sum of money invested in the cattle ducks at 
Newcastle, that the time had arrived when they should 
make an effort at all events, to get the trade back. How- 
ever, notwithstanding the arguments, persuasion and elo- 

uence of their esteemed mayor and the champion of the 

entral Hall, (laughter), and a few less important mem- 
bers of the deputation, they failed. Mr. Gardner held, 
and he (Mr. Baty) believed correctly s», that although 
there had not been any disease in Denmark for twelve 
months it had been at Schleswig Holsteiu a few months 
before. That, Mr. Gardner thought, was a sufficient 
reason to prevent the cattle coming to England. But 
although cattle could not come in from Schleswig-Hol.- 
stein to Denmark, unfortunately the Germans could. He 

uite agreed with Mr. Gardner that if there was the 

ightest danger of bringing the disease into this country 
they were better without the cattle. He was sure every 
veterinary surgeon would agree with him so far as that 
was concerned, Mr. Baty having spoken of the changes 
which had taken place in the veterinary profession since 
the old blacksmith used to bleed the horses aud so on, he 
said the veterinary was now a scientist. He acknow- 
ledged the services rendered by Mr. Clewent Stephenson, 
to whose exertions and skill he attributed in a great 
measure the absence of disease in the city. He taanked 
the company for the manner in which they had received 
the toast. Mr. Dunford as chairman of the Horse Food 
Committee would speak of the horses. 

Mr. Dunrorp spoke jocularly of the disadvantage he 
laboured under owing to being the last speaker. Another 
great disadvantage he was placed under was that he had 
only recently been appointed chairman of the Horse 
Food Committee. The Corporation had a splendid stad 
and it was well looked after. It would give him great 
pleasure, if invited next year to this gathering, to give 
them a lengthy discourse as tv mode of treatment with 
regird ty the Corporation horses. With Mr. Andersen 
he believed the Corporation was animated by a desire 
to do the best they could in the interests of the public at 


large. 
Dr. H. E. ARMsTRONG proposed “ The Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons.” He did not know any more 


elevating work than that referred to by Councillor An- 
dersen, nanely, the educating of the young members of 
ove’s own profession. Their profession like his own was 
becoming every day harder to follow. It was a question 
of the survival of the fittest, as in most other matters of 
this kind. No man would care to put his hand to the 
plough either in connection with the medical or veteri- 
nary profession unless he was in thorough earnest. His 
chance of making a fortune iu either case was probably 
not great. But he had before him in each instance a 
very lofty ideal to work for—the alleviation of the suffer- 
ing of man on the one hand and the alleviation of the 
suffering of animals on the other. They all loved animals 
aud to relieve the pain, to prolong the life of these dumb 
creatures, to strengthen them and make them fit to do 
their work was a grand calling. Their college in that 
respect did its duty admirably well. The Tnstitation 
had, he understood, lately completed its jubilee. It was 
thriving in every way, and was sending forth into the 
world men—highly educated men—able to do good 
work and raise the tone of their profession. Its curri- 
culum had been increased to four years. He had had 
that fact in mind when he said that a man having put 
his hand to the plough would not think of turning back, 
because he had sacrificed so much time to fit himself for 
the highly educated profession. The veterinary pro- 
fession like the medical was exposed to a great deal of 
dauger in respect to infection. He coupled with the 
toast the names of Messrs. J. Nisbet, G. Elphick, and 
H. Hunter, members of the Council of the College. 
(Applause.) 

The toast was heartily honoured. a 

Mr. Nisbet said, as one of the representatives of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, it gave him very 
great pleasure to thank the company for the cordial 
manner in which they had received the toast. Like all 
corporate bodies the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons often got more kicks than halfpence. They 
certainly had had a number of kicks from the profession 
during the last two or three years, which had been 
atime of vast importance to the profession. He tvok 
credit for the North of England Veterinary Medical 
Association as the pioneers of many of the reforms 
which had taken place in the profession. At one 
time there was a sort of round-table conference. 
They elected themselves and did what they liked. The 
North of England Veterinary Medical Association saw 
the folly of such a thing, and were convinced that if the 
profession had to be in keeping with the advancement 
of other professions some reform must necessarily take 
place. The Ninth Clause of the old Charter was a great 
stumbling block, and so were the dual appointments. 
This Association brought these matters forward. It was a 
matter of sending sufficient voting power up to Loudon. 
He had the honour of being one of their representatives. 
That was four years ago, and the changes which they then 
advocated had now become law, viz., the rescinding of 
the Ninth Clause, abolition of dual appointments, 
and the election of president from the members 
of the Council alone. As they were aware, they 
had also extended the curriculum from three to four 
years, and they had now the medical matricula- — 
tion examination. All these measures had his warm 
support. He thought they could not educate 4 
veterinary surgeon too highly. They had a very impor- 
tant position to fill, and, like the medical profession, 
they must be educated men. Jt was not what it used to 
be twenty or thirty years ago. He had no doubt that 
the gentlemen of the profession then were imbued with 
a real love for horses and cattle and other domesticated 
animals. They loved them and wished to do good to, 
and to save the lives of, those poor animals. They 
wished to lessen their suffering. Now they had 8 


difterent class of men coming before them. They had 
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young lads of 17 and 18 years of age coming direct from 
school to college, and necessarily these men were highly 
educated. But there was another step in the veterinary 
education which must come to the fore. He was sorry 
to disagree with his friend the President who, in his 
introductory address, referred to the subject. He meant 
the necessity there was for young men serving a pupilage 
He maintained that the class of men who came forward 
into the veterinary profession were bound to have some 
ractical teaching. He had attended examinations at 
idinburgh as a delegate from the Council, and he saw 
the necessity—the absolute necessity for the young men 
who went up for examination having more practical 
knowledge. If the compulsory pupilage spoken of could 
be the means whereby the student could attain that 
practical knowledge then by all means let them have 
compulsory pupilage. If the student could obtain 
that knowledge in any other way, as, for instance, by 
serving so long a time under a veterivary surgeon, that 
would suffice. But it was no use talking toa lad. They 
must see him do the work, and every student must be 
able todo it before he got his diploma. They wanted to 
do what was right, and they wanted to advance with the 
times. (Applause.) 
Mr. Expeutck also begged to thank the company for 
the manner in which they had received the toast. He 
would take that opportunity—being the first he had had 
of speaking in public since his election—of thanking 
sincerely the members of the profession for having 
returned him as a member of the Council. It was nearly 
two years since his appointment, and he could say that 
the duties imposed upon him required a great deal of 
time and attention, and also a large amount of money. 
But none of these he begrudged if his services were of 
any use in elevating the profession. (Applause). Since 
he had the honour of being elected there had been a 
great many alterations, most particularly in regard to 
the education of their students. He could assure them 
and the public that it was the great desire of the College 
to see that no man was passed as qualified for a veteriu - 
ary surgeon without a fair amount of knowledge, practi- 
eal as well as theoretical. (Applause). He could also 
say this, that he thought the students would yet be com- 
pelled to show stillmore practical knowledge before they 
were allowed to take the degree of Member RC.V.S. 
He had no doubt in his mind that a good education was 
the first essential. Unless a man had that he would not 
be able to grasp the subjects which he had to meet. The 
Council had therefore acted very wisely in increasing the 
student’s matriculation to be equal to that of the medi- 
cal profession. He also thought they had acted very 
wisely in extending the curriculum from three to four 
years. It would give the student a much better chance 
of obtaining knowledge and also of doing more practical 
work, From observations made nut only on the Council 
of the College but also at the large teaching schools he 
was convinced that every ove was striving his utmost to 
see that the students got practical knowledge. Speaking 
of practical knowledge he must disagree entirely with 
Mr. Nisbet about compulsory pupilage. He thought if 
anything of that kind were made compulsory it would 
not be done well. Compulsory pupilage would not 
guarantee that a man was a practical man or that he 
knew anything at all about his subject. It was not in 
the Royal College that a man got his practical know- 
ledge, but the College would fail in its duty if they 
passed a man who had not a good practical knowledge as 
Well as a good theoretical knowledge. The College was 
there to protect the public and to see that men were not 
launched upon it as frauds. He could assure them that 
it would be the greatest endeavour of the Council of the 
College to see that none but really good sound men were 
Passed into the profession. (Applause.) As Dr. Arm- 
‘Strong had said this was not a profession out of which 


great fortunes could be made. It was not a profession 
that they could speculate in. It was an honourable 
profession and a profession he would like to see the pub- 
lic look more up to. The public generally seemed to 
look down upon a veterinary surgeon as if he were a 
groom, or a coachman, or something of that kind. (Cries 
of “No, no.) They in Newcastle were trying to raise 
their status, and the Royal College was trying to do so. 
A great deal of their proceedings were not made public. 
They were doing considerable work in trying to put 
down unprofessional conduct. Ovly at a recent Council 
meeting they had a long list before the Registration 
Committee, in which several members of the profession 
were cautioned as to their proceedings. In fact one was 
struck off the rolls of the College, and he might say it 
also behoved the profession to assist the Council by re- 
porting any glaring cases. By so doing he hud not the 

slightest hesitation in saying that they would raise them- 
selves in the estimation of the public. When once they 
did that and got the confidence of the public they would 
not only have done good to themselves but also to the 
community at large. (Applause.) He did not think 
owners of horses and cattle had sufficient confidence in 
them. They seemed to look upon the V.S. in a great 
many respects just as a nice convenience. They tried to 
doctor their own animals until they thought the latter 
were going to die, and then they called in the mare i 
If the animal died the veterinary got the credit of kill- 

ing it. (Laughter.) It would be a benefit to the horse 
owner and farmer if they would employ a veterinary 
surgeon oftener than they did. The veterinary surgeons 
did not wish to make a bill out of the owners of animals, 

they only wished to be paid for what they did. He 

thought the least the public could do was tu give them 

the good as wellas the bad. Many cases had come under 

his notice in which he considered the veterinarians had 

been most unfairly treated. It would be better if those 

who employed the veterinariaus would realise that their 

great aim was not only to cure disease but also prevent 

it. With regard to tuberculosis, he really did think it 

was time the local authorities in many of their districts 

took this question up. These local authorities seemed to 

take a great deal of interest ia preventing the loss of 

life at music halls and theatres by seeing that proper 

exits were provided, and in many other ways. Yet they 

never thought of the hundreds of lives lost through a 

disease which was really preventible to a very great 

exteut. He felt confident that if the Newcastle Corpora- 

tion took up this question of tuberculosis and brought 

pressure to bear in the proper quarters some good would 

result, (Applause.) 

Mr. H. Hunter having thanked the company for their 
hearty response to the toast, said not only had their 
society encouraged the reforms made in connection with 
this profession lately but when they had undertaken to 
elect a member they had never.failed. He believed the 
examiners at the College were doing their duty very well 
indeed. They were doing their best to give justice to 
the student and also to the profession. He had had the 
pleasure of being present at the examinations on two 
occasions—once ip Glasgow and once in Edinburgh—and 
was confirmed by what he then saw in his belief that full 
justice was done, As a rule if a student failed it was his 
own fault, A good student was very soon found out by 
the examiners, of whom Mr. Malcolm was one and one 
of the best. Some students came up absolutely ignorant 
of the subjects they were to be examined upon. Speak- 
ing of the extended curriculam, Mr. Hunter said he 
hoped it was a step in the right direction. He thought 
the Council had been a little too hard apon the students 
in making them pass the whole session before allowing 
them to sit asecoud time for anexamination. A student 
might be moderately good and might have barely failed 
to pass. He might even have been so unfortunate as to 
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have been rejected more than once or twice. It was a 
matter of serious consequences to the parent or guardian 
to have to send up a lad repeatedly. He believed it did 
not apply to the medical profession. He did not think 
in that profession if a student failed he was asked to pass 
a full session before he could go up again for examina- 
tion. His opinion was that whilst they should emulate 
that protession they ought not to attempt to get ahead 
of it in the rules applying to students. e quite agreed 
that a student ought to be well qualified. He did not 
agree with Mr. Nisbet about the compulsory pupilage. 
The examiners would see that the students had the 
knowledge and they might get it where they liked. 

Mr. Hentine proposed “ The Sister Professor.’”” Mem- 
bers of the medical profession, he said, had been their 
best friends in the past, and he believed that at present 
the members of the medical profession were their sincere 
well-wishers. (Applause.) All veterinary surgeons had 
obtained very great benefits from the sister profession. 


Having described the growth of medical knowledge in ‘ 


England, Mr. Hunting said they thanked the medical 
mer yess for the support they had given, and for the 
reedom with which they imparted to the veterinary 
surgeons any information they might obtain in the pur- 
suit of knowledge. He had pleasure in coupling with the 
toast the name of Dr. H. E. Armstrong. (Applause.) 

Dr. ARMSTRONG, in replying to the toast which was 
well received, spoke of the warm feeling which existed 
hetween the two professions and the kindly way they had 
worked together, especially in connection with compara- 

_tive pathology. He referred to a paper he had read on 
the subject before the National Society and to the 
discussion which ensued. At that time he expressed a 
hope that the time was not far distant when medicine 
would be pursued in the University of Durham. At 
the present time, Professor George Murray (this was a 
development that had taken place since he, Dr. Arm- 
strong, read his paper) was teaching comparative patho- 
logy. He was sure Professor Murray would be glad to 
receive at his lectures any student of the veterinary 
profession to study the subject side by side with members 
of his own (Dr. Armstrong’s) profession. Reverting to 
the way in which the two professions had worked 
together, Dr Armstrong spoke of his having once to 
go abroad for information, adding that he got it from 
the veterinary profession. It concerned his public duty 
in connection with the inspection of butcher meat, and 
he had to go to France for a book, not being able to 
lay his hands upon it in English. Now they had good 
works in the English language. Comparative pathology 
had been studied in France and italy before it was 
studied in England. Now things were altered. He 
hoped the time was not far distant when the two 
professions would work still closer together. They 
might depend upon it that all the progress the medical 

rofession made with the subject of bacteriology would 

made from animals through the veterinary surgeons 
assistance. The medical men looked to them very 
anxiously for help. 

Mr. Joun Matcoum proposed “ The North of England 
Veterinary Medical Association.’’ He said it was 16 
or 17 years since he joined this Association. He always 
looked back with great pleasure to the many happy 
times he had had in connection with it. He was present 
at their first festive gatherings under the presidency of 
their old friend Mr. Dudgeon. He remembered the 
eloquent and able speech that gentleman delivered to 
them that evening—how he advised them individually to 
do their best for the profession and how he urged them 
to unite for furthering those measures of progress and 
reform, of which, as had been truly said that night, this 
Association was the pioneer. He sometimes thought that 
this Assoclation next to the Council at that time did 
more than any other society throughout the whole 


country. At present the Association was in a unique 
position in having three members of Council. No other 
provincial association had as many, though many of 
these bodies were numerically much stronger. They had 
100 members iu their Midland Society, but only one 
member of Council. He did not know how many mem- 
bers this Association had, but was pleased to see that 
they had three members of Council. He was a little bit 
surprised at what he would term the apathy of this. 
Association. Hitherto it had always been in the van of 
progress, but now they seemed to be resting upon their 
oars and doing nothing. The Central Association had 
passed a resolution and formed a deputation to petition 
Government. He found the Midland Association doing 
the same and the same remark applied to the Yorkshire 
Association. He heard not a word of it here. He re- 
ferred to'the appointment of Major Tennant (who though. 
a very estimable man was not a veterinary surgeon) to 
replace Prof. Brown as head of the Veterinary Depart- 
ment of the Board of Agriculture. It was time that the- 
veterinary profession were up and doing, and approach- 
ing the Board of Agriculture about an appointment like: 
that. Having expressed the pleasure it afforded him. 
to be present, Mr. Malcolm said reference had been made 
to the great changes, educational, scientific and social, 
which had taken place in the veterinary profession. He 
believed that what was true of the past would be true for 
a good few years to come. When they remembered 
some of the eminent men who had been connected with 
the Association the young members woul@realise that 
they had something to emulate. He coupled with the 
toast the name of the president. (Applause). 

The toast was enthusiastically received and the Presi: 
dent upon rising to respond was greeted with the singing 
of “ He’s a jolly good fellow.” 

The PrestpENT having thanked the company for the 
way in which they had drunk the toast, said he could 
assure them that he had not sought to occupy that chair’ 
that evening. He was not present at the last meeting 
when the matter was settled and when he wished tu 
withdraw, declaring that he did not wish to stand, his. 
friend Mr. Nisbet said their rules were like the laws of 
the Medes and Persians: they were unalterable. So 
seeing that they had such au able secretary in the person 
of Mr. Finney, and seeing that he had so many friends 
in the Association upon whose sympathy and support he 
could rely he undertook to follow in the footsteps, how- 
ever unworthily, of the very eminent gentlemen who 
had occupied that chair in past years. The North of 
England Veterinary Medical Association had always been 
in the van of progress. They had heard a great deal 
about the Newcastle Programme in relation to Imperial 
politics. (Laughter.) They also had a programme, and 
all the measures in connection with it had been placed 
on the statute book. Mr. Malcolm had said he was sur- 
prised that they were resting on their oars. Perhaps it 
had been his (the President’s) fault in not bringing the 
matter of the appointment up. He believed that they 
as veterinary surgeous were conscious of the very great 
slight the Board of Agriculture had cast upou them. - 
(Hear, hear.) They had many eminent men who were 
able to take up the work and follow in the footsteps 
of Professor Brown who had so ably carried on the work 
in connection with this important department. He did 
not think he could say very much about the North of 
England Veterinary Medical Association other than they 
had already heard. As they knew, they had three repre- 
sentatives on the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeos 
and they had heard that there was a difference of opinio? 
in the Council, even among their own representatives, 0? 
the educational question. He would repeat what he had 
said in his address at the meeting—that he considered It 
would be unfair for the Council of the College to place 


barriers in the way of a man who might be a great orn 
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ment to the profession in years to come, but who might 
not be able to find the time and money to undergo train- 
ing with a practical veterinary surgeon. He might be in 
a position to gain that practical knowledge from intuition 
as they might say, and from a natural love of animals, 
and yet fail to pass the preliminary examination and pass 
the examination of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. He thonght it was the fault of the examiners 
if they allowed a man to pass without being practical and 
scientific. They ought not, however, to impose restric- 
tions and say “ You must get your knowledge here or 
you must get it there.” As long as the student possessed 
the knowledge the examiners had no right to say how he 
had to get it. 

Mr. W. Hunter proposed “Our Guests” coupled 
with the names of Mr. Baty, Mr. Dunford, and others. 

The toast was heartily received. 

Mr. Bary, in replying, alluded to Mr. Elphick’s re- 
mark with reference to the Corpuratiop and tuberculosis. 
He assured them the Corporation paid every attention 
possible to the disease. They had in Newcastle a unique 
power. They could go into the market and turn any 


attle out which their veterinary suspected of being 
_affected with tuberculosis. He believed there was not 
another market in the kingdom could go so far. He 


contended that the butchers of the city had set an 
example tothe kingdom. They had formed an insurance 


association, whereby they had 1s. a head for heifers and 


bullocks, and 1s. 6d. a head for cows. If it were found 
-with tuberculosis they got 2s. 3d. back, and that was the 


greatest protection a community could have that the 


carcase would be destroyed. It was the proper way. 
Having alluded to Professor Brown’s successor, and want 


_of a veterinary in Mr. Gardner’s Department, Mr. Baty 


concluded by saying he sincerely hoped the veterinary 
profession would make an effort to retain some power in 
their hands with regard to animal disease. 

Dr. ArMsTRoNG remarked that the Corporation of 
Neweastle had one thing in respect of tuberculosis which 
no other Corporation had. They had power to compel 
the farmers and dairymen to notify the disease. 

Mr. Evpuick said if the Corporation had the power let 
them do their duty. He had no hesitation in saying 
that 75 per cent. of the cows that died in Newcastle died 
from tuberculosis. They came out of the byres within 
the Borough. 1t was not the farmer but the cowkeeper 
he referred to. The cows were milked up to the eleventh 
hour. Wasn’t that a means of disseminating tuber- 
culosis ? 

The gathering shortly afterwards dispersed. Songs were 
sung by Mr. Hoffman, and Councillor Dunford gave an 


exhibition of “ fireworks.” 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 212th general meeting of the above Association 
was held in the New Lecture Theatre of the College on 
Wednesday, March 20th, at 6.30. Mr. Parks was in the 


chair. There were present Professor Hobday, Messrs. 


Wilson, M.R.C.V.5., Reeks, M.R.C.V.S., and 23 
members. 


The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 


Mr. Senior read an essay on “The uses of Hot and 


Cold Water.” On its termination many of the gentlemen 


present took part in a discussion which ensued. Votes 
of thanks to the essayist and chairman terminated the 
proceedings. 

W. Burt, Assist. Sec. 


The 213th general meeting of the Association was held 
in the New Lecture Theatre of the College on Wednesday, 
March 27th, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Dunstan was in the chair. 
Those were present Professor Hobday, Messrs. Rogerson, 
M.R.C.V.S., and Reeks, M.R.C.V.S., (Hon. Sec.) and 24 
members. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read by the 
Assist. Sec. and confirmed. 

Mr. Conyneuam read a highly interesting paper on 
“Calculi in the Horse,” which was listened to with the 
greatest attention by the gentlemen preseut. On its 
conclusion a discussion ensued in which many of the 
gentlemen present took part. 

Votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman closed the 
meeting. 

W. Burt, Assist. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE VETERINARY SURGEON AND HIS DOGS. 


Fielden v. Thorburn.—This was an action brought by 
Ruth Fielden, a boarding-house keeper, of Coronation 
Street, Blackpool, who sought to restrain the defendant, 
Edward William Thorburn, a Blackpool veterinary sur- 
geon, from causing a nuisance on his premises, which 
adjoin the house of the plaintiff—Mr, Shee, Q.C., Mr. 
Rotch, and the Hon. Mr. Mansfield were for the plaintiff, 
and Mr. Walton and Mr. Hughes for the defendant. 

Mr. Shee said that it was sought to restrain the defend- 
ant from causing a nuisance on his premises, the nature 
of which was fully set out in the particulars, He rested 
the case mainly upon the words in the particulars “a 
nuisance arising from the continuous howling and bark- 
ing of sick dogs, which were kept on the defendant’s 
premises.” There was also a nuisance arising from the 
vibration and noise of a forge. The plaintiff, with her 
sister, purchased a house in 1890, upon which they spent 
a considerable sum of money, and where they carried on 
the business of lodging-house keepers. The house was in 
a locality of Blackpool which was principally occupied by 
lodging- house keepers. It was in a central situation at 
the corner of Havelock Street, and Coronation Street. 
The plaintiff and her sister paid £550 for the house and 
afterwards spent £40 in alteratious. In 1894 there was 
a vacant plot of land near the house of the plaintiff, which 
was in that year bought by the defendant, who proceeded 
to make arrangements for erecting a forge, a veterinary 
infirmary, and a hospital fordogs. His plans could not 
be objected to by the Building Plans Committee at 
Blackpool, but it was important in this case to show that, 
although they could not object to the plans, the defend- 
ant was warned at the time of any inconvenience that 
might be caused to the neighbourhood. The buildings 
were nearly completed by September, and on the first of 
that month notice was given by the plaintiff to the 
defendant objecting to interference with light and air. 
Defendant proceeded with the building, and in the same 
month began to take in dogs, the hospital, which was 
situated on the first floor, having accomodation for 
between sixty and seventy dogs. It was a hospital for 
howling dogs, and for moaning dogs. Plaintiff’s case 
was that from that time there had been a continnal 
nuisance arising from this howling of dogs. It was a 
serious nuisauce, which prevented the plaintiff’s lodgers 
getting rest at night, and necessitated their being re- 
moved from certain rooms. Windows were subsequently 
put in the building, where there had been vacant places 
before, but that did not diminish the nuisance of which 


they complained: A man was put in charge of the dogs 
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at night, to keep them in order, but after that the 
nuisance was only partially abated. With regard to the 
forge what happened was this. The forge was built 
closely adjoining the house of the plaintiff. In October, 
1894, the forge began to be used, and had been constantly 
used ever since. Speaking generally, work commenced 
7.30 in the morning, and went on until 5 30 in the even- 
ing, with intervals for meals. There was practically 
more or less continuous hammering, and the result was 
that plaintiff's house was continuously and seriously 
shaken, the windows and lustres in the rooms rattled, 
aud the floors were shaken. 

Evidence was given by the plaintiff and her sister, and 
by a number of lodging- house keepers living in the same 
neighbourhood, who said that the howling of the dogs 
and the vibration and noise of the forge were a source of 
annoyance to themselves and their lodgers. 

For the defence witnesses were called who stated that 
since a man had been put in charge of the dogs cause 
for complaint had ceased, and that the work at the forge 
was not a source of annoyance.—Mr. Walton submitted 
that since December last, when the building was com- 
pleted, nothing had occurred so far as the dogs were cou- 
cerned that would give a groundwork for action. 

His Lordship intimated that he would grant an in- 
junction to restrain the defendant from using a hospital 

or dogs in such a way as to cause annoyance to the 

plaintiff. He should give judgment for the plaintiff for 
nominal damages for 40s., with costs.—The case as 
regarded the alleged nuisance at the forge was aban- 
doned.— Liverpool Mercury. 


BLINDNESS AMONG AUSTRALIAN HORSES. 


Srr,— Following up my previous letter on the above 
subject, and to emphasise the need of more stringent 
inquiries on the part of the Government, and also in re- 
ply to your correspondent “ N.M.P.” who suggests that a 
vetch-like plant known to be growing in the bends of the 
river may be at the root of the disease, I would like to 
point out several other plants upon which opinions are 
expressed as also being the probable cause. There is a 
plant growing in flooded ground which | take to be the 
one referred to by your correspondent. It resembles the 
Darling Pea in its foliage and general conformation, with 
the exception that it is much more stunted in growth ; 
while the flower, although resembling a pea, is greatly 
different in colour, rather more resembling the lupin. 
This plant grows in flooded country, and, to my know- 
ledge has been growing on the river country for a num- 
ber of years, neither increasing nor diminishing in crop 
nents what the fluctuations of seasons will necessarily 
cause. Had the plant the qualities named by your cor- 
respondent, the disease of blindness, instead of being 
only comparatively recently known, would have extended 
for so long as the plant had been known to exist ; so that 
I fear the suggestion as to the bad qualities of the vetch- 
like plant must be dismissed from any inquiry, unless it 
can be proved that so long as it has been known to exist 
blindness amongst horses shall also have been known. 
Another suggestion has been the abnormal presence of a 
plant locally known as the paddymelon. This plaut is a 
miniature melon vine, the fruit of which is rough on the 
rind, while inside it consists of a number of seeds, is 
bitter to the taste, and has grown of late years most pro- 
lifically. To this horses have latterly taken a great lik- 
ing, leaving apparently better food for it. They would 
seem to have acquired a taste for it much in the same 
manner as an opium eater takes to opium. Considering 
that it has only made its appearance in considerable 


_ quantity of late years, that horses formerly ignored it, 


and that now they eat it with avidity, after having been 


forced to it in drought times, its properties are well 
worth investigating. It isa matter of common obser- 
vation that horses hobbled and placed upon excellent 
feed, having the acquired taste, have deserted the good 
food aud taken to the vine, from which they select the 
ripe fruit. Whether the cause of the disease may be in 
the melon itself, or whether, as I am more inclined to 
believe, the evil lies in the larve of an insect which is. 
deposited in the fruit, scientific observation must deter- 
mine. (The quondong has a similar deposit.) 

The indigo plant and the wild onion (a species of 
swamp lily) have also been suggested as probable causes 
but as I have known horses to have eaten of both plants. 
for a number of years long before the blindness was 
known, and as there is no considerable spread of the 
growth of these plants, sufficient to warrant the supposi- 
tion that they are the cause, I think they must be also 
viewed in the same light as the vetch-like plant referred 
to formerly. 

I have been shown an interesting description of inves- 
tigations as to epizootic blindness amongst horses had 
been made at the Melbourue Veterinary College by the 
Principal (Mr. W. T. Kendall, M.R.C.V.S.) and his. 
colleague (Mr. S. T. Cameron, M.R.C.V.S.), having 
special bearing upon horses so affected in Western 
Riverina. 

The theory there propounded, and upon which the 
investigations were based, was that the native tobacco- 
plant was the mischief-maker. Although this plant has 
spread considerably sf late years, a little practical know- 
ledge will dispose of that theory in a few words. In all 
my experience I never knew or heard of Morses eating 
the plant ; so that, with all due respect to scientific en- 
quiries, the tobacco plant theory must be exploded. Mr. 
Tully, the stock inspector for the Willcannia district, has 
been indefatiga»le in his exertions to discover the cause 
and the best means to combat the evil ; but I desire to 
emphasise my suggestion that nothing but a systematic 
and scientific investigation, such as is not in the power 
of any local officer to carry out, should be promptly pro- 
ceeded with. Nothing further that I can say can awaken 
the authorities to the gravity of the situation so far as it 
affects all classes in this district. 

I may add, that one peculiarity I have noticed is that 
the disease affects young horses more readily than the 
old, and in one instance in particular one died. 1 knew 
of a foal of eight or nine months old tu have died of 
blindness, having been suckled by a blind dam, which 
also died. This seems to me to add to the difficulty of 
forming theories—I am, etc., 

Wilcannia. 

Sydney Morning Herald. , 


ScRUTATOR. 


EXTENSIVE OUTBREAK OF ANTHRAX. 


At a meeting of farmers at Barnstaple, Mr. W. Pen- 
hale, F.R.C.V.S., gave the following account of an out- 
break of anthrax which has nearly ruined a farmer in the 
district. As tothe outbreak at Great Shelfin Farm the 
question arose, Where did the first animal which was — 
attacked on Thursday, Feb. 21st, obtain the bacillus 
authracis? It had been suggested that it might have 
been brought on the farm in bone manure which had 
escaped the action of acid, in foreign grain or feeding 
stuffs, and it wasalso said that about twenty years 4g? 
there was a serious loss of cattle on the farm, and 10¥ 
that the earth had been turned up where the carcases 
had been buried, it was considered likely that they died 
of anthrax. However that might be, there was no dou 
as to the reason for the spread of the disease among thé 


| remainder of the cattle. The first steer had its throat 
cut in the shed with the other animals. Mr. Down 
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a practice of allowing the whole of his animals, fat stock 
and all, to go out to water every day. It was reasonable 
to suppose that in walking through the shed they carried 
some of the vitiated blood about their feet, and so con- 
taminated their drinking water, and no doubt also their 
food. Nofurther deaths occurred until Tuesday, Feb. 
26th, when a sheep was found dead in a field. The 
microbes might have been carried intu the pasture by 
someone walking through the shed into the fleld. On 
Wednesday, February 27th, cattle and all commenced to 
die rapidly until on March 3rd there were 59 head of 
cattle, 8 sheep, 1 pig, 5 horses, and some dogs dead on 
the premises. He had received a letter from Professor 
Duguid, who was at the Board of Agriculture, in which 
he said he could only remember two large outbreaks of 
a similar nature to that at Great Shelfin. The first 
occurred in Lincoln in 1877, when 46 cattle died in about 
three days. In this case the first animal attacked was 
skinned in the shed where the other animals were. The 
other case was in Essex, in 1887, where, after a post- 
mortem examination on the first animal, they bled the 
other animals as a preventative, but apparently with ill 
effect, as some 36 died in about three days. 


PROFESSORS DICK AND BLACKIE. 


Amongst the innumerable anecdotes recently 
published about the late Professor Blackie is the fol- 
lowing from The Atheneum, which will specially inter- 
est Veterinarians :— 

“ A story used to be told—we do not know whether it 
was true or not-—of Blackie’s election to the Chair of 
Greek in Edinburgh. The professorship was in the gift 
of the Town Council, and one of tha councillors was W. 
Dick, Principal of the Veterinary College in the city. 
Dick, like most of the electors, knew no Greek, but, un- 
like his colleagues, he possessed a solitary Greek book, 
some medical treatise in an edition of the sixteenth 
century or the seventeenth, nicely peppered with con- 
tractions. This volume he presented to all who called 
to solicit his vote, and requested them to translate a 

ge. Most of the candidates declined to be exam- 
ined; Dr. W. Smith (afterwards Sir W. Smith) rashly 
made the attempt, but he failed tu unravel the contrac- 
tions, and came to a standstill. Blackie was more adroit. 
Guessing the qualifications of his examiner at their true 
rate, he gave him a most fluent translation, entirely 
the offspring of his imagination, and won the Principal’s 
vote. 


Tuberculosis in Cattle. 


Ata recent meeting of the Paris Academy of Medicine, 
M. Nocard, the distinguished veterinarian, continued his 
course of lectures on tuberculosis in cattle. After hav- 
ing shown that everywhere in Europe bovine tubercu- 
losis was increasing its ravages, M. Nocard said he 
thought he had proved that the sole cause for that state 
of things was contagion. That being so, in order to | 
avoid it, it was necessary to isolate the healthy animals 
from those attacked. Up till quite recently that selec- 
tion, so simple in appearance, was absolutely unrealisa- 
ble. In order to isolate the animals attacked, it was 
necessary to be able to recognise them, and nothing was 
wore difficult than to make a clinical diagnosis of 
tuberculosis in cattle, even at an advanced period of the 
disease. Since they had known how to use tuberculin 
the diagnosis of tuberculosis was now only child’s play. 
The systematic employment ot tuberculin permitted of a 
prophylaxis of bovine tuberculosis being made easily, 


disease had been verified all the contaminated animals 
should be treated with tuberculin, all those who exper- 
ienced the characteristic reaction being rigorously isola- 
ted from the healthy animals, whose stalls should be dis- 
infected theroughly, and in this way the animals attacked 
were not obliged to be killed, the essential point being 
to rigorously isolate them from the healthy animals. The 
stalls being thus cleansed, it was important not to infect 
them again, and nothing was simpler by not introducing 
new animals without having subjected them to the 
tuberculin trial. 


The Blood Serum of the Horse as a Remedy 
for Tuberculosis. 

We were surprised to find this paragraph in the 
British Medical Journal without a word of warning. 
Only negligence or ignorance can permit anyone to im- 
agine the horse is immune to tuberculosis. 

Dr. Paul Paquin, Professor of Bacteriology in the state 
University of Columbia, and member »f the State Board 
of Health of Missouri, has, as we learn from the New 
York Medical Record, been experimenting for some time 
with the blood serum of the horse in the treatment of 
tuberculosis. Having convinced himself that the horse 
is naturally immune against tuberculosis, he has for 
some months been using the blood serum of selected 
horses, carefully injecting the serum under the skin of 
patients suffering from tuberculosis, Dr. Paquin main- 
tains that the horse being naturally immune against the 
disease, the blood can be used direct withont any artificial 
immunisation. The serum is said to have been used 
ip _ fifty cases with almost uniformly satisfactory 
results. 


Against Tuberculin. 

The testimony as to the efficacy of tuberculin as a 
diagnostic agent for tuberculosis is by no means uni- 
formly favourable. For example, a letter from Mr. Ed. 
de Freudenreich, of Berne, Minister of Agriculture of 
Switzerland, published in the Philadelphia Ledger, states 
that neither the Federal nor the Cantonal Government 
has edicted legal prescriptions as to the use of tuber- 
culin to detect the presence of tuberculosis among cattle. 
As to the value of this agent (tuberculin) to detect 
tuberculosis, he asked the opinion of Professor Guille- 
hean, Professor of the Veterinary School of Berne, 
where experiments had been made, as also in other parts 
of Switzerland, and he must say that his opinion was not 
at all favourable to the use of the medicament. It 
assisted, it was true, to detect latent tuberculosis, but it 
had the inconvenience of generalising it rapidly in two 
or three weeks, in cases iv which the tuberculosis would 
perhaps have remained latent for years. It caused, 
therefore, great loss in cattle, and brought, too, danger 
to those who drank the milk when the latent tubercu- 
losis became generalised. Therefore, he does not think 
that the use of tuberculin will ever be obligatory.—Live 
Stock Journal, 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In answer to Mr. Kear.ey, 

Mr. Garpinek said,—On the retirement of the late 
director of the Veterinary Department in December, 
1893, I found it necessary to redistribute the business 
performed by the principal officers of that department, 
so as to enable the scientific officers to devote them- 
selves exclusively to work for which the possession of 
veterinary knowledge is requisite, and to place the 
business of an executive and non-professional character 
in the hands of the officers best qualified to perform it. 


rapidly, aud at small vost. In every case where the 


These latter officers constitute the division of the office 
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now known as the Animals Division, to which the term 
“ veterinary” would have been inappropriate, seeing 
that the veterinary officers have a separate status The 
new organisation has been in full operation for the past 
15 months, and there is no vacant post to be filled, nor is 
it necessary to make any new professional apppointment 
now that the scientific officers are in a position to devote 
themselves to professional work. I am sorry that any 
members of the veterinary profession should have been 
led to regard this redistribution of business as an indi- 
cation of a lack of appreciation of their work. Quite the 
contrary is the case, and I may say that during the 
present year we have been glad to avail ourselves of the 
services of the members of the profession to a much 
larger extent than has been the case for very many years 
past.—The Times. 


THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 


As some misunderstanding appears to prevail regarding 
the arrangements under which the veterinary functions 
of the Board of Agriculture ara discharged, and as, more- 
over, erroneous statements have from time to time been 
circulated, it may be useful to indicate precisely the 
nature of the changes which have been made since the 
retirement rather more than a year ago of Professor 
Brown, U.B., from the position of Director of the Veter- 
inary Department. In the reorganization which has 
ensued one main object has been kept steadily in view, 
and that is the institution of a distinct line of demarca- 
tion between those duties for the discharge of which the 
possession of veterinary knowledge is essential, and 
those, on the other hand, who partake of an administra- 
tive and frequently of a quasi-legal character. In the 
pre existing state of affairs, a large portion of the time 
of the veterinary officers—gentlemen whose status im the 
profession is second to none—was devoted to matters 
relating to the routine outdoor work of the department, 
or was employed in determining the construction to be 
placed upon Acts of Parliament or orders of the Board, 
questions for the settlement of which the technical 
knowledge of the veterinarian is in no degree requisite. 
Thus arose a duplication or over lapping of functions, 
involving an expenditure of time and energy which 
might, with advantage, have been devoted to purely pro- 
fessional work Under the scheme now in operation 
Mr. A. C. Cope, as Chief Veterinary Officer, and Mr. W. 
Duguid, as Assistant Veterinary Officer, are exclusively 
occupied with duties of a professional character, in the 
discharge of which their ripe experience is of the utmost 
value ; their functions, indeed, find an exact parallel in 
those intrusted to the Medical Officer and the Assistant 
Medical Officer at the Local Government Board. On the 
other hand, the superiutendence of the large staff of lay 
inspectors, about 50 in number, and of the clerical staff 
engaged at the offices of the Board on duties connected 
with animals, is entrusted to Major J. T. Tennant, 
formerly the Chief Travelling Inspector, whose functions 
are in effect those of an Assistant Secretary and Chief 
Inspector, although for the present the title of Principal 
a term taken from the Board of Trade, has been assigned 
to him. Major Tennant has had a long experience in 
the organisation of measures regarded as necessary by 
the Privy Council and the Board of Agriculture in the 
stamping out of the diseases of animals, and his efforts 
in connection with the great outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease some two or three years ago and with the admin- 
istration of the Pleuro-Pneumonia Act have been atten- 
ded with conspicuous success. It is further a source of 
much satisfaction to stock-breeders to know that the 
services of Professor Brown, in the capacity of Consult- 
ing Veterinary Adviser, are still available at the Board ; 


it would, indeed, have been little less than a national 
misfortune had the counsels of so skilled a veterinarian, 
and one, moreover, who had enjoyed unique experience, 
been lost to the country. With Mr. Cope and Mr. 
Duguid as professional officers, with Professor Brown 
available in a consultative capacity, and with Major 
Tennant as principal administrative officer, directing the 
operations of a thoroughly organised staff of inspectors 
in all parts of the country, we believe that the Board are 
in a better position than ever before to deal promptly 
and effectively with outbreaks of contagious disease 
amongst live stock, and so to promote and to protect the 
far-reaching interests of the stock-breeders of Great 
Britain.—The Times. 


‘KINDNESS TO ANIMALS. 


On Monday last Mr. Acland received at the Education 
Department a deputation from the Church Society for 
the Promotion of Kindness to Animals. The deputation 
presented a memorial which asked that instruction 
should be given in all State-aided schools “ on the nature 
and requirements of the more familiar animals.” The 
reasons advanced for this request were :— 


(1) Cruelty to animals arises often from ignorance 
and thoughtlessness. 

(2) Teaching the duty of kindness to animals would 
be inculcating in the young a principal of action which 
would develop into efforts for the well-bemmg of their 
fellow countrymen. 

(3) Giving animals their rightful place in the estima- 
tion of the youth of England would eventually give to the 
profession of veterinary science the higher status to 
which it is entitled and which it enjoys amongst other 
nations, 

(4) The ignorance as to the usefulness of certain 
animals threatened their extinction in these islands. 


(5) The improper treatment of animals lessened 
their value, while their treatment on scientific, and 
therefore humane, principles would appreciably aug- 
ment the wealth of the nation generally. 

(6) Creating in the young an interest in animals 
would cultivate the powers of observation and thought, 
and largely increase the enjoyment to be had from 
animal companionship. 


[Reason (3) we suppose refers to the estimation of the 
veterinary profession by the Board of Agriculture.—Ep.} 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


At the Levée held on the 8rd inst., Vet.-Colonel 
J. D. Lambert, C.b., Director General, A.V..D., at- 
tended, and presented the following officers :—Vet. 


Lieut.-Colonels W. B. Walters, C.B., C. Phillips; © 


Vet.-Major J. Burton, and Vet.-Lieuts. G. K. Walker, 


jand E. P. J. Barry. 


Vet.-Lieut. E. Wilkinson will embark for India on 
11th inst., having been permitted to exchange with 
Vet.-Lieut. H. Wilkinson, who proceeds to South 
Africa in his place. 

The following officers arrived from India on 28th 
ultimo, and have been granted leave of absence 
April 80th, 1895 :—Vet.-Lieuts. F. B. Drage, and 
R. J. D. Tibaldi. 
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Vet.-Lievt. F. W. Hunt joined at Aldershot for 
duty on the 1st inst. 


Vet.-Lieut.-Col. G. Kettlewell, inspecting veterinary 
officer, Madras Army, has been retired with effect from 


Feb. 17, after close upon 40 years’ service. He is, in | 


fact, says The Pioneer, the last of the old Company’s men 
still upon the active list of the department, and the first 
authority in India upon horse- breeding, to which he may 
be said to have devoted a lifetime. For i0 years he was 
in veterinary charge of the Government Stud at Karnal, 
which, when it was broken up in 1877, was one of the 
largest establishments of its kind in the world, with over 
600 brood mares, nearly 1000 young stock, and some 25 
horse, English thoroughbreds or the best of half -breds— 
no Norfolk trotters in those days. The establishment 
was, however, too expensive, it was said, and so it was 
disbanded. Those who were responsible for the measure 
did not take into account the subsidence of the rupee, 
which was even then fast falling. If they had foreseen 
the day when Australian remvunts would cost the 
Government Rs. 850 apiece, they would probably have 
hesitated about the economy, to put aside the other ad- 
vantages of having the horse supply of the country raised 
within it instead of being dependent on imports from 
across sea. Had it been kept up through the intervening 
rs some marked advance might have been produced 

y this time on Indian horse-breeding, which naturally 
makes but little progress under change of system. How- 
ever, that this is so is not the fault of Vet.-Col. Kettle- 
well, who was a horse-breeder by taste and training— 
which is quite a different thing from being a must 
accomplished veterinary surgeon—and famous among his 
many friends for his knowledge of the English stud book. 
It is a little curious that a man of his peculiar qualifica- 
tion should have been kept away in Madras, where there 
is next to no horse-breeding, and where no forlorn 
attempts to introduce it will ever come to anything, by 
reason of the climate. He is succeeded at Ootacamund 
by Vet.-Lieut.-Col E. Ewing, senior veterinary officer at 
Lucknow. Vet.-Major R. Poyser, who is promoted to 
veterinary-lieutenant-colonel from the 14th inst., took 
over administrative charge of the A.V.D. Eastern Circle, 
on Feb. 8, relieving Vet.-Lieut.-Col. H. Thomson, who 
exchanges and who takes up the duties of District 
oar Officer at Aldershot.— Army and Navy 
zette, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ WHOLESALE” DRUGGISTS. 


Sir, 

I shall esteem it a very great favour if you will publish 
the following correspondence through the pages of your 
journal that the opinion of the profession may be ex- 
pressed on the transaction to which 1t alludes— 

On or about the 14th inst. being ill in bed I received 
an Invoice, of which the enclosed is a copy. It being open 
and addressed to a veterinary surgeon I was interested 
in the matter, as I felt certain 1t was intended for the son 
of one of my clients. Later on my daughter informed 
me ahamper had arrived similarly addressed, thinking 
that there was a mistake somewhere I allowed the ham- 
per to remain until I had communicated the circum- 
stances to the vendors. Had they wired me as requested 
on receipt of my letter the delay in its delivery would 
not have exceeded 24 hours. However, they chose to 


with the public, then, in my opinion, they are retailers ; 
otherwise a chemist who is desirious of avoiding the re- 
strictions has only to be a wholesale man and he is free. 
—Thanking you, in anticipation, I am, dear sir, yours 


faithfully, 
H. Jarvis, M.R.C.V.S. 
Senlac House, Battle, Sussex. 
March 25th, 1895. 


Horncast_e, Mch. 6th, 1895 


Mr. C. H. Crisford, Vety. Surgeon, 
Battle, Sussex. 


Bought of W. Kemp & Son, 
Wholesale Druggists and Manufacturing Chemists. 


PACKAGE PRICE. 


1lb, Acid Carbolic 


011 
2lb. Glycerine B3 6 
loz. Calomel 00 3 
loz. Croton Oil Bl 0 0 5 
3lb. Pulv. Gentian /4 
3lb. » Zingib No. 3 /6 01 6 
2lb. », Calumba 1/ 020 
loz. Opii Bl 1/ | 
1 dz. Divurectic Balls 01 3 
1lb. Physic »  4,5,6 drm. 02 0 
1lb. Condition ,, 0 1 6 
joz. Strychnia 26 01 4 
2lb. Grd. White Pepper /74 O01 8 
3lb. Raw Quassia /24 00 8 
Curry Pdr. 00 9 

Package free. 
£017 4 
Sulphate Zinc 0 0 3% 
1lb. Sugar of Lead 004 
With Compts. and Thanks. £0 17 114 
Empties not allowed for until received. 
Cheques and P.O.0.’s payable to W. Kemp & Son. 
P.O. for 18/- enclosed. 
HoRNCASTLE, 
March 1895. 


Dear Str, 
Remittance received best thanks. Remember us please 
when next buying. 
We need hardly say we are always open for business 
and your orders and enquiries shall receive the personal 
attention of--Yours very truly, 

W. Kemp & Son. 


H. W. K. 


Battie, 

March 15th, 1895. 
GENTLEMEN, 
I am very much astonished to receive an invoice and 
receipt by post followed by a hamper by rail, addressed 
to C, H. Crisford, Veterinary Surgeon, Battle, Sussex. 
I know of no Crisford, V.S. in the neighbourhood, but 
I know for whom it is probably intended. If so he is a 
farmer’s son. 
Does this man represent himself as a veterinary sur- 
geon, if not do you consult the Register before supplying 
scheduled poisons to any person applying. 


a delay by opening up a lot of unpleasant correspon - 
ence, 


_ Wholesale druggists may be exempt from the restric. | 
tions imposed on retailers, but when they deal direct | 


Please excuse my asking these questions, because I 
intend to investigate the matter myself or place it in the 
hands of the Council. 
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A pril 6, 1895 


Wire me Jarvis, Battle, if I am to give up hamper if 
applied for. If Idol shall give all necessary informa- 
tion of the contents of the hamper, from the invoice.— 

I am, gents., yours faithfully, 
H. Jarvis, M.R.C.V.S. 

Messrs. Kemp & Son. 

MEMORANDUM. 
| Mar. 16th: 


From 
W. KEMP & SON, 
Wholesale Druggist 


| Zo Mr. Jarvis, 
ar 
Manufacturing Chemist. 


Veterinary Surgeon, 
Battle. 


Sir 
We are in receipt of your letter, and cannot understand 


how it is that you for one moment received the goods 
addressed to a Mr. Crisford, your name being Jarvis, nor 
can we understand why you did not immediately inform 
Rail Company of their mistake and deliver them the 
goods back again. All we know of Mr. Crisford is that 
we sent him a supply of goods which you say you have 
got hold of, and that he has paid us cash for them ; and 
if in that transaction you see any justification for re- 
ceiving the goods that are not yours, we shall be glad to 
have your reason for same. 

We must request you, as a matter of honor, to hand 
back the goods that are not yours to Ruil Company, in 
order that they may deliver to rightful owner. 

lf there is any law to prevent Mr. Crisford from hav- 
ing goods, you must put it into force locally and do not 
ask us to interfere; we have no reason to believe that 
Mr. Crisford is practising as a veterinary surgeon. 

Yours truly, 
W. Kemp & Son. 


Battle, - 
18th March, 1895. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I received your bilious attack by this midday’s post 
I received the goods aud wrote you with perfectly good 
motives ; the goods and invvuice were all addressed to 
Mr. C. H. Crisford, vet. surgeon, Battle, Sussex, and 
believing that he had so styled himself to obtain them, I 
in perfectly good faith communicated with you at once. 
I have at the request of the railway company delivered 
up to them the hamper. 

It is pews to me that any farmer or uneducated person 
on applying for loz strychnia can be supplied without 
enquiry by either a wholesale or retail chemist. I beg, 
however, now to state that it is my intention to forward 
copies of our correspondence, etc., to the the veterinary 
journals, and also to the Pharmaceutical Society and 
journals for information and publication. 

lam, Gentlemen, yours faithfully, 
H. Jarvis, M.R.C.V.S. 

Messrs. W. Kemp & Sou. 

MEMORANDUM. 


From 
W. KEMP & SON, To Mr. Hy. Jarvis, 


Wholesale Druggists, | Vet. Surgeon, 
and Senlac House 
Manufacturing Chemists. Battle, Sussex. 


Dear Sir, 
Thanks for your letter, in which we note that you 


deliberately obtained possession of goods which you knew 
were not yours, and we trust that you will mention this 
fact in any communication you may make to the jour- 
nals you name.—Yours truly, 

W. Kemp & Son. 


You will find any respectable retail or wholesale 
chemists will supply poisons to their customers, proper 
signatures being taken. 


Batre, 
March 22nd, 1895. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I duly received yours of the 20th inst., yesterday, but 
was too unwell to reply until to-day. When the invoice 
of and the goods themselves arrived I was ill in bed and 
my daughter took them in on my advice. 

Seeing they were addressed to a bogus veterinary sur- 
geon, I came to the conclusion there was a mistake. [ 
wrote you at once respecting the matter, and asked you 
to wire me if I should give them up. The delay caused 
by me was very short, and could have been shorteued 
still more if you had wired as requested. 

1 have yet to learn that any respectable retail or whole- 
sale chemist would supply a man acting as shepherd to 
his father with joz. Steychnia even if he had written for 
it signing his proper signature. 

This correspondence is now closed. 

I am gentlemen, yours faitfully, 
H. JaRvis. 

Messrs. Kemp & Son. 

The hamper was delivered to the rail company in the 
same cundition as received. 


PARAPHYMOSIS. 
Sir, 


In reply to “ Pro Bono Veteriuariano” whoever that 
individual may be, in criticising my modus operandi in a 
recent case of Paraphymosis, recorded in Jie Veterinary 
Record of March 23rd, my friend is puzzled to know 
why I did not “at once put the dog under chloroform, 
slit up the prepuce, and reduce the glans penis. | re- 
spectfully beg to inform my friend that it would have 
been useless to have done any such thing in this particu- 
lar case, as there was no undue constriction : s to interfere 
wi h the circulation of the organ to neccssitate such a 
procedure. 

If he will just take the trouble to peruse my report 
once more, he will fiud | said the penis was out of its 
sheath seven inches, and not merely a protrusion of the 
glans penis with constriciton as my friend seems to think. 
Had such been the case I should not have hesitated one 
moment to operate as he so wisely suggests. It was 
practically the whole length of the penis | had to reduce, 
the preputial opening surrounding that part which is 
known as the glans (not glans penis). To make myself 
more clearly understood, that part which andergoes 4 
very remarkable degree of tumefaction—which retains 
the two sexes in coitu for a considerable period. I pre- 
sume my critic is not a veterinarian, hence my explana- 
tion. I must admit | fail to see any analogy (anatomi- 
cally or physiologically) between dislocation of the eye- 
bal] and paraphy mosis. 

He then goes on to ask what is the meaning of castra- 
tion without casting. Snrely this is sufficiently explicit 
without more vulgarly expressing its meaning. I am 
afraid he is very far behind the times in asking such 4 
question. How isit tobe done is the next qcestion, 


and finally he assures us he does not intend to attempt 


the operation. I should hope not.—Yours very faithfully, 
JosErH H. 
Burniey, April 1st, 1895. 


— 


Communications, Booxs aND Papers RECEIVED — Messrs- 
E. W. Hoare, Krohne and Seseman. } 
The Veterinary Journal, The Veterinary Magazine (Phila- 
delphia), Agricultural Journal (Cape,) The Devon and Lxeter 
Gazette. 


— -—- 


Original articles and reports should be written on ¢ 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 
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